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will suffice as specimens of this literature, and it may
be compared both with its classical predecessors, the Odes,
and with its Tang imitators. We can read here the sad-
ness of the age and the other-worldly comfort offered by
Buddhism; the greatness of empire and its cost; the joys
of the simple life and the artificial luxuries of the court;
the artistry of nature in all her moods. Poets turn away
from the sad world of men to that of animals and birds
and trees, or to the security of monastic life.
Some of this poetry is especially interesting as the work
of men like Wu-ti or women like Hsi-chun, a type of many
poetesses of the age, who had good cause for tears. And
in the works of Wang-I (a.d. 120) and his son WangYen-
shou there are some great poems. The latter's 'Ape' is as
good as Ralph Hodgson's 'Bull', or Rupert Brooke's 'Fish'.
The Shi-chi is a semi-historical work—a precursor of
the long Chinese novel, and its interest in the common man
is symbolic of a new age.
Astronomers as well as astrologers were busy during
the later Han era with the problems of solar and lunar
calendars, and some such as Liu Hung obtained notable
results. Hemispheres and seismographs were made by
Chia-k'uei. A drawing of one ingenious and artistic
instrument of his has been preserved. It is a copper
cylinder with dragons' heads, each holding a ball in its
jaws. Below sit frogs open-mouthed, and this amazing
instrument is said to have worked successfully even in the
case of a distant earthquake—the dragon of that direction
dropping his ball into the frog's mouth!
It is not easy to see why China, needed so bizarre a
seismograph; but the same people also invented gun-
powder, and used it for fireworks. The age of invention
began early in China, but for the age of 'the invention of
invention' the world, both East and West, waited almost
two millennia.
^ Prognostication and divination went on side by side
with such beginnings of scientific investigation: the former

